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Abstract

Compared with common cultural heritage, underwater cultural heritage has special value attributes
and geographical location, which foreshadows the problems in the process of its protection. The
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea defines the basic framework of underwater culture,
but lacks specific rules governing it. Based on the Convention, the 2001 Convention establishes a ju-
risdictional mechanism for underwater cultural heritage with consultation and cooperation at its
core, and details relevant jurisdictional rules. Although the existing international conventions regu-
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lating related activities have played a guiding role in the protection of underwater cultural heritage,
there are still loopholes in the system. There are also differences in domestic laws concerning un-
derwater heritage within countries, leading to conflicts. As for the vague provisions in international
conventions, corresponding clear and reasonable legal interpretations should be made, so that more
countries can become parties and assume corresponding rights and obligations. At the same time,
countries negotiate and cooperate on agreements that best protect underwater cultural heritage in
order to reduce conflicts among countries.
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