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Abstract

The literal meaning of “rule of law” is not unique to modern times, and the idea of “governing the
country by law” existed in ancient China. These legal ideas still have practical reference signific-
ance today, but the premise is to clarify the difference between ancient rule of law and modern
rule of law, and to eliminate factors that do not conform to the value of modern rule of law. In an-
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cient times, “governing the country by law” only focused on criminal law, while in modern times,
“law-based governance” emphasizes a complete legal system. The ancient rule of law served the
rule of kings, while the modern rule of law opposed the rule of man. The ancient rule of law and
the rule of virtue are integrated, and modern rule of law and the rule of virtue complement each
other. The ancient rule of law emphasized the judicial function of the law, while the modern rule of
law regarded the law as the unity of behavioral and judicial rules.
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