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Abstract

With the rapid development of network communication technology, the number of reputation in-
fringement cases in news reports is increasing day by day. As a defense, the obligation of reasona-
ble verification plays an important role in balancing the contradictory relationship between rep-
utation right and freedom of speech. Article 1025 and Article 1026 of China’s Civil Code clearly de-
fine the defense of “reasonable verification obligation”, which makes “reasonable verification ob-
ligation” stipulated and legalized in the form of legal text for the first time. Unfortunately, the cur-
rent legal text on the “obligation of reasonable verification” has not fully absorbed the valuable
experience of solving the cases of reputation infringement in news reports, and there are still prob-
lems such as unclear subject of the obligation of reasonable verification, vague scope of applica-
tion and scope of review of the obligation of reasonable verification, and unclear standards for
determining the defense of the obligation of reasonable verification. To construct the defense sys-
tem of reasonable verification obligation, it is necessary to change the original mode of “attaching
importance to reputation but neglecting freedom of speech” and protect citizens’ right of freedom
of speech and supervision by public opinion. First, the subject of reasonable verification obligation
is clarified, and individual citizens and other non-professional organizations are included in the
subject category of reasonable verification obligation. Secondly, we expand the scope of applica-
tion and examination of reasonable verification obligation; Finally, we establish a standard system
of classification verification obligations to enhance our reasonable verification obligation defense
system scientific and operational.
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