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Abstract

With the rapid development of China’s economy and the deepening of international exchanges, the
importance of intellectual property rights is gradually highlighted. In this context, on October 17,
2020, the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress made a major decision on revising
the Patent Law, which placed special emphasis on the legal protection of partial exterior design.
Behind this decision reflects China’s deep thinking on intellectual property governance and its
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importance to innovative design. On how to define and protect the partial exterior design in the
new patent law, the main idea of this paper focuses on the following three aspects: by reviewing
the resolutions of the NPC Standing Committee. We can understand why we are starting to pay
more attention to design, and the economic and social drivers behind this focus; detailed inter-
pretation of the new patent law implemented in 2021, especially regarding the definition of “in-
vention and creation”, clarifies the legal status and specific protection content of the appearance
design in it; by comparison with international intellectual property regulations, we can find the
uniqueness of our country in the design of local protection and the efforts in line with internation-
al standards. Based on the above studies, it can be concluded that the newly revised Patent Law
clearly strengthens the legal protection of partial exterior design, which not only reflects the great
importance China attaches to intellectual property rights, but also encourages and supports do-
mestic designers and enterprises in innovation.
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