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Abstract

With the development and progress of science and technology, the ways of theft are becoming in-
creasingly diverse. If we insist on understanding the constituent elements of theft from a tradi-
tional perspective, many emerging theft behaviors cannot be punished, leading to a lack of pu-
nishment. Therefore, it is necessary to continuously provide new interpretations of the constitu-
ent elements of theft based on the characteristics of the times. Firstly, in terms of behavior, there
is no need to insist that theft requires secrecy; secondly, in terms of whether it is necessary to
transfer possession, a distinction should be made between physical property and property inter-
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ests—physical property needs to be transferred possession, while property interests do not need
to be transferred possession; thirdly, the intention of exclusion is not the essence of the purpose of
illegal possession.
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of the meaning range of “theft”
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