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Abstract

The crime of assaulting a police officer stipulated in Article 277 (5) of the Criminal Law and the
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crime of obstructing official duties stipulated in the first paragraph are overlapping legal provi-
sions, and the two have a special and general relationship. The special nature of police official du-
ties makes assaulting police officers subject to special regulations. In practice, the abstraction of
the elements that constitute the evaluative elements of the two crimes has brought difficulties in
distinguishing between judicial judgments. The lack of unified standards for violent attacks, un-
clear identification of the target of assaulting police officers, weak regularity between the conse-
quences of injury and damage and the severity of sentencing, and the trend towards equal sen-
tencing reflect the current difficulties in distinguishing between the two crimes. The distinction
and application of the boundary between the two crimes should be based on an accurate under-
standing of the relationship between the two legal provisions, clarifying the differences in the ba-
sic constituent elements, using legal interests as the substantive differentiation standard, and
striving to achieve that the relationship between crime and punishment conforms to the basic
purpose of criminal law, seeking systematic solutions.
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