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Abstract

The Criminal Law Amendment (XI), which took effect on March 1, 2021, lowered the age of criminal
responsibility to 12, In addition, it is strictly stipulated that criminal liability can be assumed only
when the crime of intentional homicide or intentional injury, which has resulted in the death of
any other person or the serious disability of any other person for the serious injury inflicted by
especially cruel means, the circumstances are execrable, and the affirmation of prosecution by the
Supreme People’s Court are met at the same time. Among these elements, the standard of “execra-
ble circumstances” is more obscure than the others, which gives a large space for the judge's dis-
cretion. Thus the standard of using “execrable circumstances” must be discussed from vast aspects
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and put some limitations on it to better balance the role of criminal law in protecting the society
and protecting human rights.
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