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Abstract

Mayne Notes is one of the ancient social history notes made by Marx in his later years. In this text,
Marx made extensive excerpts of Mayne’s Ancient Law, with a few commentary. This paper first in-
troduces Marx’s thoughts on substantive law, mainly criticizing the naive concept of “substantive
law is the ruler of the command” and the erroneous practice of ignoring the class nature of law in
Mayne'’s legal thought. Secondly, it explains Marx's denial of Mein’s idea of the origin of procedural
law and his exposure of the cumbersome characteristics of the ancient procedural law. Thirdly, it
analyzes Marx’s understanding of the relationship between substantive law and procedural law in
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this text. Finally, by grasping the thought of Marx substantive law and procedural law, it draws in-
spiration for the current construction of the rule of law construction.
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