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Abstract

“Kin concealment” has undergone a transformation from the pre-Qin period to Sui and Tang dynas-
ties. The so-called transformation is analyzed from two aspects: nature and essence. In terms of na-
ture, it is institutionalized, that is, evolving from an ideological theory into a legal system; in the
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terms of the essence aspect, it is the obligation, that is, evolving from a right-based standard into an
obligation-based standard. The Confucian ethical concepts have also experienced elevation from
pre-Qin period to Sui and Tang dynasties. The so-called elevation is also divided into two levels:
status and effectiveness. In terms of status level, it is orthodoxy-orientation, that is, being promoted
from one of the theories to the official orthodox thought; in the terms of the effectiveness, it is com-
pulsion-orientation, that is, being strengthened from a loose norm into a mandatory norm. The
transformation of “kin concealment” is accompanied by the elevation of Confucian ethical concepts.
During this process, the elevation of Confucian ethical concepts promotes the transformation of “kin
concealment”.
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