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Abstract

The urgent need for the high-quality development of China’s economy and the integration of the
domestic market requires the construction of a unified national market to break local protection
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and market segmentation, promote the free flow of goods and factors, and improve market effi-
ciency and competitiveness. In this context, this article introduces the background of the EU’s Di-
rective on Unfair Contract Clauses in order to promote the unified and coordinated development
of the EU's internal market and reduce the huge differences between EU member states on the role
of contract law, so as to better eliminate trade barriers and reduce the barriers caused by unfair
contract clauses to consumers. Promote the free circulation of goods and services and enhance the
competitiveness and vitality of the EU market. It is pointed out that the “Unfair Contract Terms
Directive” is the nature of the minimum directive, which is not only the protection of the vulnera-
ble parties in the contract, but also a compensation mechanism. Its scope of use is limited to con-
sumer contracts and format terms. The directive also requires transparency and requires that the
terms of the contract are easy to understand. In the process of implementation, due to the parti-
cularity between member countries, the directive has given the decision-making power to the mem-
ber states to implement the directive in a more specific way. Although the directive fails to estab-
lish a unified approach, it provides an independent protection measure for consumers. China’s ex-
isting system has format clauses, but there are no unfair clauses. Learning from the EU’s unfair
clause system will help China establish a unified market.
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