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Abstract

Defendant’s Closing Statement system is an independent procedure in China’s criminal procedure,
which was set up in a period when China’s rule of law culture was not well developed. Defendant’s
Closing Statement system was expected by legislators to play a considerable theoretical value and
functional role in China’s criminal procedure, such as the function of balancing the status of the
prosecution and defense, clarifying the facts of the case, preventing wrongful judgment, and pub-
licity and education on the rule of law. However, in today’s practice, not only defendants do not ac-
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tively exercise this right, but neither do lawyers nor judges pay attention to this procedure. The
neglect of the final statement system in practice is closely related to the development of China’s
criminal justice system. In this process, the gradual strengthening of the litigation status of the
defense, the specialization of various institutional functions, and the continuous and sufficient
professional defense resources have inevitably affected the theoretical function of the final state-
ment system. Besides, the constraints of the external operating environment and the imperfection
of internal operating rules also need to be considered. Consideration should be given to adapting
to the external operating environment, changing the positioning of the final statement system in a
timely manner, and improving its internal operating rules.
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