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Abstract

As one of the most important professional ethics in the professional ethics of lawyers, the confi-
dentiality obligation of lawyers is the foundation of the trust relationship between clients and
lawyers. Lawyers should abide by the principle of protecting clients’ secrets when practicing.
However, in the process of practicing lawyers, based on their professional characteristics, they
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will inevitably face the conflict between professional ethics and public moral cognition. This paper
explores the unique nature of legal professional ethics with lawyers’ confidentiality obligation as
the starting point, and when lawyers’ confidentiality obligation conflicts with public interests,
lawyers should strictly adhere to their confidentiality obligations while also observing the excep-
tional cases stipulated by law. The article argues for maintaining a delicate balance between law-
yers’ confidentiality obligations and the protection of public interests. It suggests establishing a
system in China that allows lawyers to refuse to testify, improving legislation related to lawyers’
confidentiality rights, and ultimately promoting fairness and justice in every case.
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