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Abstract

As a new basic principle in the General Provisions of Civil Law, the green principle has gradually
exerted an important influence on judicial application. Through the empirical analysis of 639
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judgment documents that courts applied the green principle from 2017 to 2023, it is found that
there are some problems in the judicial application of the green principle, such as the misunders-
tanding of the connotation of green principle, the escape from the general clause in judgment, the
excessive restriction of private rights and different judgments in the same case. In response, we
should take measures to clearly define the connotation of green principles to unify understanding,
promote the typological application of green principles to exert their supplementary, explanatory,
and corrective functions, introduce the principle of proportionality to review the application of
green principles in individual cases, and unify judicial decisions through guiding cases among
other measures. This will optimize the application path of green principles, achieve their norma-
tive application, and better exert the functions of green principles.
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