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Abstract

There has been a long-standing debate in the academic community regarding the adjustment of
the statutory penalties for the crime of buying trafficked women. Before setting the statutory pe-
nalties, it is necessary to confirm the protected interests of the crime. The disputes over the pro-
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tected interests of the crime of buying trafficked women involve the rights of not being bought and
sold and the right to personal dignity. Compared with choosing one of them, the coexistence model
of dual protected interests can make the application of this crime more comprehensive and prac-
tical. By comparing the core arguments of the “maintenance faction” and the “increase faction,”
raising the statutory penalties is more in line with the real needs, and the strategy for amending
the statutory penalties of this crime can mainly be carried out from three aspects. Firstly, by di-
rectly raising the first clause of Article 241 and retaining the clauses for mitigation or leniency, the
consequences of the two behaviors can be strongly contrasted, thereby guiding the perpetrator to
conduct behaviors that are more beneficial to the victim. Secondly, by confirming the punishment
for the crime of buying trafficked women and other crimes, the contradiction between the articles
on multiple punishments and their real application can be adjusted. Thirdly, extending the statute
of limitations for prosecuting this offense is to curb and punish the act of buying.
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