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Abstract
Article 1232 of China’s Civil Code stipulates a punitive compensation system for ecological envi-
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ronment infringement, explicitly including the element of “dolus” as a subjective criterion. How-
ever, due to reasons such as generalization and abstraction, the subjective criterion of “dolus” in
this system faces two problems of legal interpretation boundaries and elements, affecting the ap-
plication of law in practice and consequently affecting the factors determining the amount of pu-
nitive compensation. By conducting a normative analysis of the subjective criteria of the system
through judicial interpretations and their inherent legal implications, we can clarify the norma-
tive legal connotation of the “dolus” element, introduce the concept of generalized intent to bridge
the standard for judging “dolus”, limit the scope of “dolus” to direct intent and indirect intent and
exclude gross negligence, requiring the infringer to have knowledge of the illegal nature of the act
and the causal relationship, including inferred knowledge but excluding should-knowledge, thus
perfecting the interpretation of the “dolus” element and achieving uniformity and applicability of
the system, optimizing the legal effects of ecological environment infringement punitive compen-
sation from the perspective of normative systems.
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