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Abstract

The national carbon market is an important institutional project for controlling greenhouse gas
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emissions and implementing China’s environmental protection and low-carbon policies. It is also a
major institutional innovation for achieving carbon peak and carbon neutrality goals, and must
operate on the track of the rule of law. Further examination of the legal system for carbon emis-
sion trading concludes that the current fragmented legislation on carbon emission trading cannot
provide strong legal protection for the carbon trading market. Legal norms need to be systema-
tized to maintain the values of legal order and justice. The systematic and collaborative nature of
the law is an inherent requirement of the rule of law. The holistic system view, as a thinking para-
digm that integrates systematic and holistic aspects, is in line with the inherent requirements of the
rule of law. In short, taking the holistic view as the logical guidance for carbon emission trading
legislation is an inevitable law for constructing a “systematic, holistic, and collaborative” legal sys-
tem for carbon emission trading. Therefore, following the logical guidance of a holistic system view,
it is necessary to establish a logically rigorous legal system for the carbon trading market, forming
a mature and consistent legal system that integrates legislation, law enforcement, and, judiciary.
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Table 1. Current Legal Norms for Carbon Emission Trading in China (as of March 2024)
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