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Abstract

“Opinions on Further Deepening the pilot work of full coverage of lawyer defense in Criminal cas-
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es” further expands the scope and stage of legal aid in criminal cases ahead of schedule. This poli-
cy is linked with the reform of the “trial-centered litigation system” and the “plea leniency sys-
tem”, which has a systematic impact on our legal aid work system and puts forward new require-
ments to judicial departments, administrative organs and legal aid organizations. By sorting out
the origin and historical evolution of the policy of full coverage of lawyers’ defense in criminal
cases, and analyzing the connotation of the Opinions, we can deepen our understanding of the
point of full coverage of lawyers’ defense in criminal cases, especially the point of “paying atten-
tion to the transition from the criminal trial stage to the pre-trial prosecution stage”. In view of the
current problems affecting the implementation of full coverage of lawyers’ defense in criminal
cases, we can further achieve substantive coverage from two perspectives: appropriately intro-
ducing the concept of effective defense and solving the contradiction of duty lawyers’ positioning.
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