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Abstract

Preventive environmental civil public interest litigation, as a significant institutional innovation in
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the modern field of environmental justice, is corely aimed at proactively intervening in environmen-
tal protection to prevent irreversible harm to the ecological environment or to mitigate the further
expansion of damage. Despite the forward-looking and crucial nature of its establishment, the sys-
tem still confronts numerous challenges and imperfections in practical operation. One of the most
crucial issues lies in the ambiguity surrounding the core concept of “significant risk” at the legisla-
tive and judicial interpretation levels. Specifically, the definition criteria for “significant risk”, the
scope of objects for risk assessment, the qualifications of risk identification entities, as well as the
specific procedures and methodologies for identification, are not clearly and exhaustively elabo-
rated in the current legal documents. This legal void not only perplexes judicial practice but also
potentially compromises the application effectiveness of preventive environmental civil public
interest litigation, thereby impacting the efficiency and outcomes of environmental protection ef-
forts. In light of these issues, it is imperative to undertake a profound reflection and improvement
of the preventive environmental civil public interest litigation system to ensure its effective imple-
mentation.
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