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Abstract

During the transportation of goods by sea, the shipper will, for various reasons, exercise the right
of control to issue instructions to the carrier to change ports, return shipments and so on. The right
of control over goods introduced by the Rotterdam Rules is an important legal system for safeguarding
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the rights and interests of goods during the transportation of goods by sea, and plays an indispensable
role in aligning with international shipping. However, currently there is a lack of regulation on the
control of goods in China’s Maritime Law. The nature of the shipper’s rights stipulated in Article 308
of the Contract Law is controversial and the application is inconsistent, leading to many controver-
sial issues in maritime and judicial practice. This article takes the guidance case No. 108 issued by
the Supreme People’s Court as the perspective, combined with the current legislative and judicial
situation in China, to analyze the relevant issues of goods control rights reflected in it, in order to
explore the path selection for establishing the system of goods control rights in China and sugges-
tions for improving specific rules.
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