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Abstract

In the history of the Southern Jiangxi region, a famous textual norm has emerged that is closely
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related to rural grassroots governance. It was “The Rural Covenant of Southern Jiangxi” promul-
gated by Wang Yangming when he served as the imperial inspector of Southern Jiangxi during the
Zhengde period of the Ming Dynasty. Essentially, it was the specific externalization of Wang Yang-
ming’s thoughts on rural grassroots governance, reflecting the understanding and ideas of the Con-
fucian scholars in the Ming Dynasty regarding rural grassroots governance. This article re-examines
“The Rural Covenant of Southern Jiangxi” from several key elements of rural grassroots governance,
namely governance subjects, governance thoughts, governance means, and governance objectives.
The combination of the special geographical location, humanistic environment of the Southern
Jiangxi region, the Confucian tradition of rural covenants and Wang Yangming’s philosophy of the
mind led to the fact that “The Rural Covenant of Southern Jiangxi” focused on the equality and ex-
tensiveness of mobilization in terms of governance subjects, emphasized moral persuasion in gov-
ernance thoughts, set about changing social customs in governance means, and combined “eradi-
cating banditry” with “enlightenment” in governance objectives. Through close cooperation with
the “Ten Households’ Registration Method”, “The Rural Covenant of Southern Jiangxi” played a good
role in dealing with the aftermath of the rural grassroots society in Southern Jiangxi after the civil
unrest and had a profound impact on later generations in Southern Jiangxi. “The Rural Covenant of
Southern Jiangxi” embodies the valuable experience of ancient Chinese Confucianism in the grass-
roots rural governance in southern Jiangxi. Therefore, it should be re-evaluated from the perspec-
tive of grassroots rural governance.
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