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Abstract

The widespread application of algorithm recommendation technology has significantly boosted the
production and dissemination speed of videos on short-video platforms. However, a vast number of
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short videos, which involve users’ actions such as reposting, editing, quick viewing, cropping, and
commentary of film and television works, are also frequently pushed. Since 2018, the number of
copyright infringement disputes regarding short videos in China has increased substantially. Chi-

[P

na's “Regulations on the Protection of the Right to Network Dissemination of Information” has in-
troduced the “safe harbor rule” from the U.S. “Digital Millennium Copyright Act”. Given that plat-
forms uphold the stance of “technological neutrality”, it is stipulated that Internet service providers
can be exempt from liability as long as they immediately delete the relevant infringing works upon
receiving the copyright infringement notice from the right holders. Nevertheless, the norms regard-
ing the copyright duty of care for short-video platforms mostly focus on post facto attention. Short-
video platforms often use “technological neutrality” as a pretext to evade legal control over technol-
ogy or shirk their own responsibilities. Due to the automatic, opaque, and hard-to-hold-accountable
nature of algorithmic recommendation, this not only challenges the neutral stance of short-video
platforms but also gives rise to more prominent problems of relief delay. The traditional “notice-
and-takedown” rule can no longer be sustained. Clarifying the reasonable review obligations of
short videos, constructing the review obligations of the platform filtering mechanism, and making
public the operation principle of algorithms and conducting filing reviews are conducive to allevi-
ating the current contradictions.
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