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Abstract

In the context of the booming employment of digital platforms, the determination of the subor-
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dination of labor relations has become a crucial issue that urgently needs to be addressed. This arti-
cle conducts a multi-faceted exploration around this issue, deeply analyzing the numerous difficul-
ties it faces and the corresponding improvement paths. The criteria for determining the subordina-
tion of labor relations are ambiguous. The transformation of China’s labor employment methods has
brought challenges to the determination of the status of workers and labor relations. The “dichotomy”
of labor has limitations in determining the subordination of labor relations in platform employment.
Although the managementrelationship has been refined in judicial practice, the logic of strength and
weakness has not been clearly defined, relying on the judge’s free evaluation of evidence, which af-
fects judicial fairness, and its lagging nature is prominent in new employment relationships, unable
to comprehensively and accurately determine. Fragmented tasks have blurred the boundaries be-
tween labor and service relations. In the platform employment model, the relationship between
workers and platforms is complex, and traditional determination criteria have failed, urgently re-
quiring new judgment bases. Under the digital platform, the path of determining the subordination
of labor relations needs to be changed. The content of subordination should be broadened, technical
subordination should be incorporated, standards should be adjusted and refined, the inherent
model of the “dichotomy” should be broken through, and the “quasi-worker” determination model
should be proposed to balance the rights and interests of platforms and workers. The determination
structure has changed under the influence of technological development and new economic models.
Enterprise compliance review and platform supervision should be strengthened, the “streamlining
administration, delegating power, strengthening regulation, and improving services” policy should
be implemented, the rights and obligations of labor relations should be clarified, and employment
contracts should be standardized. The algorithm subordination should be introduced as an auxiliary
criterion, considering the degree of workers’ dependence, control, and influence on the algorithm,
establishing evaluation and adjudication rules, and reasonably allocating the burden of proof. The
construction of a special protection system and a labor benchmark law system, innovation of the so-
cial insurance system, strengthening of labor safety protection and skills training, and improvement
of the labor benchmark law to clarify the boundaries of labor relations.
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