Open Journal of Legal Science ¥, 2025, 13(3), 506-513 Hans XM
Published Online March 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ojls
https://doi.org/10.12677/0jls.2025.133072

REFHEZLZRHERHTE

wEE
O TR ZER B BU#RE), Wik 3

ks H . 202542 H17H; A B 20254F2H27H; KA H#: 202543 H21H

R

R AERERLEBREANSREEN —HNEHFE:. BB RMITE, SFRE
FIRBREBATE . SRS . KBS 1963F 1 (FFMED B UM TL; 1984
ER () RUBARSI AT L; 19985E/K (FrMREE) RUAIEBE AT L; 20205EH (FRKEE)
DAFRIABUR AL . BEASKHE:  (FRMIEY BB ERETIRMN E RETFHEE KBRS, FFEilkiR
RAERIEMIENR, BRASEP. SERENRBIH. NBUTHRHERE, WAESRAKESIHHE
BN H, QB BRI = SRR B AR AR B IR B A F A 4] 5238 AR A A MEEE & B R 4R
PR R F 252 2 T PLE AR R RS .

XK ia
Ak, EEME, R MEESE

The Development and Improvement of
China’s Forest Law

Leilei Tan

School of Law and Business (School of Intellectual Property), Wuhan Institute of Technology, Wuhan Hubei

Received: Feb. 17t", 2025; accepted: Feb. 27%, 2025; published: Mar. 21, 2025

Abstract

The Forest Law is the most fundamental and important economic law that safeguards the develop-
ment of forestry in China. Through comparative analysis and background review, this paper revisits,
summarizes, and evaluates the various iterations of China’s Forest Law. Broadly speaking, the “For-
est Protection Regulations” of 1963 focused on forest harvesting; the “Forest Law” of 1984 centered
on afforestation and greening; the “Forest Law” of 1998 emphasized protection and restoration; and
the “Forest Law” of 2020 focuses on planning and property rights. In general, the formulation and
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revision of the Forest Law align with the national socio-economic development trends and reflect
the shift in forestry from a focus on logging to afforestation and tree planting, and eventually to
ecological protection and integrated management. From the perspective of the current Forest Law,
the key issues to address include integrating the ecological value of forests into its definition, clearly
delineating property rights to improve the utilization of forest resources, and improving the eco-
logical compensation fund system to protect the interests of related groups.
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