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Abstract

In recent years, China’s criminal structure has shown a trend toward leniency in sentencing, with
minor offense cases accounting for a significantly increased proportion. However, the existing
criminal record sealing system exhibits a substantial disconnect from governance demands. Indi-
viduals with minor criminal records persistently face employment discrimination and social ex-
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clusion due to their “criminal label,” exacerbating recidivism risks and social governance vulner-
abilities. To address this, it is necessary to construct an institutional framework from dimensions
including scope definition, standardization of sealing procedures, and improvement of safeguard-
ing mechanisms. Drawing on the experience of the juvenile criminal record sealing system, this
approach should balance social stability and individual rights. Through legislative refinement,
procedural optimization, and enhancement of supporting measures, it aims to facilitate offenders’
re-socialization, promote the modernization of social governance, and advance the realization of
substantive justice.
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