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Abstract

Defense lawyers have the responsibility to keep confidential all kinds of secrets they become aware
of during their practice and only undertake the obligation of disclosure in specific serious criminal
circumstances. This obligation conflicts to some extent with public ethics. This article takes the classic
“Happy Lake Corpse Sinking Case” as the entry point to explore the contradictions that arise from
the economic and social aspects of the legal profession, the interests of the clients and social public

WESIH: IR TR AS B R AR R S5, i, 2025, 13(6): 1234-1239.
DOI: 10.12677/0jls.2025.136175


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ojls
https://doi.org/10.12677/ojls.2025.136175
https://doi.org/10.12677/ojls.2025.136175
https://www.hanspub.org/

welfare, and procedural justice and substantive justice. A method for coordinating the confidentiality
obligation and public ethics is proposed. That is, the confidentiality obligation of lawyers should not
exclude public ethics, and the confidentiality obligation system of criminal defense lawyers needs
to be improved, including clarifying the subject of the confidentiality obligation, defining the scope
and exceptions of the confidentiality obligation, etc. The current situation and existing problems of
the confidentiality system of defense lawyers in China are explored from the perspective of legal
professional ethics, with the expectation of promoting the development and improvement of the
defense system.
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