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Abstract

The leniency system for pleading guilty and accepting punishment, a significant achievement in
China’s criminal procedure reform, aims to enhance judicial efficiency and optimize the allocation
of judicial resources. However, the protection of victims’ rights has increasingly emerged as a criti-
cal issue during its implementation, affecting the system’s fairness and societal effectiveness. It is
imperative to focus on the current status and challenges in safeguarding victims’ rights under this
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system, particularly their rights to information, participation, and compensation, and to clarify vic-
tims’ role in plea bargaining. Due to the system’s efficiency-oriented design, insufficient judicial em-
phasis on victims’ rights, and victims’ limited capacity to engage, there remains a risk of neglect or
even infringement of their rights. To address these issues, proposals should include improving leg-
islation, clarifying judicial responsibilities, establishing diversified dispute resolution mechanisms,
and innovating victim protection measures within the leniency framework. Such efforts would
strengthen victims’ rights, fulfill the dual goals of punishing crimes and safeguarding human rights
under the system, and advance the refinement of China’s criminal procedure system.
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