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Abstract

As a supporting mechanism for the litigation system reform centered on the “trial-centered doctrine”,
the leniency system for guilty pleas and acceptance of punishments incorporates the modern judicial
concept of “negotiated justice” commonly adopted in international judicial practice. Although proce-
dural cooperation between the prosecution and defense has become relatively prevalent in cases
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involving guilty pleas and punishment acceptance, practical judicial operations reveal potential
risks of power imbalance between the two parties. These risks stem from factors including the per-
sistence of a “prosecutorial dominance model”, disparities in evidence-gathering capabilities, inad-
equate defense effectiveness, and efficiency-driven performance evaluation systems. Such prosecu-
torial-defense imbalance jeopardizes the authenticity of pre-trial agreements, renders institutional
designs based on prosecution-defense consensus potentially unreasonable, and exacerbates latent
issues surrounding the “general presumption of judicial adoption” of plea agreements. The realiza-
tion of prosecutorial-defense equilibrium requires comprehensive safeguards encompassing the
pursuit of equal status between parties, substantive legal assistance from defense counsel, genuine
prosecutorial-defense negotiations, and rigorous judicial review by courts.
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