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Abstract

As a crucial carrier of national culture and a shared treasure of human civilization, Intangible Cultural
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Heritage (ICH) embodies unique historical memories and cultural genes. Grounded in the Intangible
Cultural Heritage Law of the People’s Republic of China, this study systematically analyzes the practical
challenges in ICH intellectual property (IP) protection, including ambiguities in identifying rights
holders, difficulties in defining protected objects, imbalances in rights allocation, and insufficient
transnational safeguards. Employing methodologies such as literature review, comparative analysis,
and case studies, alongside practical insights, the paper delves into the root causes of these issues.
The current IP framework inadequately addresses the unique demands of ICH protection, where
the multiplicity of rights holders and the dynamic, evolving nature of cultural transmission create
legal complexities. To resolve these challenges, the paper proposes establishing a specialized legal
regime for ICH protection, refining existing IP mechanisms, fostering collaborative governance
involving diverse stakeholders, and strengthening international cooperation and mutual recognition.
These measures aim to ensure effective IP protection and sustainable development of ICH.
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