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Abstract

This paper analyzes the public law attributes and private law genes of the punitive damages system
for environmental torts, exploring its institutional foundation, public law attributes, and private law
connection pathways. Tracing its legal origins through Article 1232 of the “Civil Code” and relevant
judicial interpretations, it deconstructs core publiclaw attributes and reveals two practical dilemmas:
value conflicts with the autonomous principle of private law and inadequate coordination with public
law liability systems. The proposed solutions include adaptive adjustments of private law and public-
private law collaborative mechanism to ensure its smooth operation within private law frameworks.
As a product of intersecting public and private law values, this system requires normative integration
and institutional innovation to balance punitive deterrence (public law goals) with damage compen-
sation (private law goals), offering systematic solutions with both public and private law characteris-
tics for the legal construction of ecological civilization.
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