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Abstract

The system of home leave for prisoners is not an innovative construction of a new system, but a
living fossil of ancient systems. It originated in the Han Dynasty and matured in the Tang Dynasty.
The common phenomenon of “released prisoners returning to prison”, its structural thinking, and
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the differences in terminology during the evolution of the system were adopted and inherited by
the judicial practices of later dynasties up to the Song Dynasty. Entering the new era, China’s judici-
ary has formed a new-era system of home leave for prisoners based on innovative connotations. Its
operation is gradually moving toward normalization. However, there are also many problems such
as institutional defects and practical difficulties. Exploring the history and development of the home
leave system for prisoners can provide multiple approaches for the construction of the new-era sys-
tem, including the interaction between tradition and modernity, improvement of legislation, and
construction of mechanisms, highlighting its unique role in the national governance system.
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