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Abstract

As an important way to break the urban-rural dual structure and achieve common prosperity, ur-
ban-rural integration has increasingly become the core issue of the modernization of national gov-
ernance system and governance capacity. Under the framework of modern governance theory, the
orderly promotion of urban-rural integration needs to take the rule of law as the fundamental cri-
terion, the legitimacy of governance as the basic support, and the technology empowerment as the
key driving force. The three together constitute the core analysis dimension for understanding the
transformation of urban-rural integration system. This paper focuses on the institutional transfor-
mation process of digital technology empowering urban-rural integration. Based on the perspective
of the rule of law, combined with the view of “technology-driven governance efficiency improvement”
in the new public management theory, this paper discusses the mechanism of digital technology in
resource optimization, service improvement and governance structure remodeling, and analyzes the
application of digital technology due to the lag of the rule of law rules. In view of the practical diffi-
culties such as the ambiguity of power boundary, the difference of urban and rural participation
caused by insufficient legitimacy recognition, and the digital divide between urban and rural areas
caused by unbalanced empowerment, this paper puts forward a debugging path to realize precise
technology empowerment with legal guarantee.
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