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Abstract

In the contemporary era, information networks have become an indispensable part of people’s lives,
and the internet serves as one of the most critical channels for accessing information. With the con-
tinuous evolution of internet technology and the widespread adoption of social media, criminal ac-
tivities have increasingly extended into cyberspace. These activities are characterized by rapid
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dissemination, extensive reach, and severe consequences, posing significant challenges to the pro-
tection of citizens’ personal dignity and reputation rights in the digital realm. In particular, the fre-
quent occurrence of online defamation incidents in recent years has necessitated robust legal measures
to combat such crimes. In response, the Supreme People’s Court and the Supreme People’s Procu-
ratorate issued the Interpretation on the Application of Laws in the Handling of Defamation Cases
Using Information Networks in 2013. This judicial interpretation elaborated on the criteria for iden-
tifying “serious circumstances” in online defamation cases. While these criteria have been widely
applied in practice, they have also sparked academic debate. The 2023 Guidelines on Handling Online
Defamation Cases further adapt to the evolving digital landscape by refining the specific scenarios
constituting “serious harm to social order” and clarifying the responsibilities of internet service pro-
viders. Nevertheless, in the actual application of judicial practices, the identification and adjudica-
tion of online defamation crimes still face numerous ambiguities and complexities, warranting fur-
ther in-depth exploration.
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