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Abstract

There are significant differences in academic discussions regarding the introduction of the “mali-
cious age supplement” rule in Chinese criminal law. This system creates a triple tension with China’s
criminal rule of law: it violates the tradition of respecting the elderly and caring for the young, un-
dermines the modesty of criminal law, and may exacerbate judicial arbitrariness when procedural
safeguards are insufficient. In the context of the partial adjustment of the age of criminal responsi-
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bility in the Eleventh Amendment to the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China, a more con-
structive approach is to establish a localized juvenile crime governance system, flexibly determine
criminal responsibility based on the dual standards of behavior and ability, strictly review the pro-
cedures and strengthen corrective intervention, enhance the two-way professional penetration of
psychology and law, achieve the integration of corrections, and balance social protection and the
interests of minors. This not only conforms to international trends, but also helps to achieve the
unity of legal and social effects.
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