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Abstract

The existing drunk driving offense faces issues such as inconsistent sentencing standards, incom-
plete decriminalization procedures, and a lack of clear criteria for determining decriminalization.
The Opinions on Handling Criminal Cases of Drunk Driving issued in December 2023 refines the rules
to address governance challenges as a whole, unifying standards and providing significant guidance
for judicial practice. However, the interpretation of “clearly minor circumstances with minimal harm”
still requires further clarification. Some provisions appear to remain dormant, and the practical ef-
fectiveness of measures such as implementing “transition from criminal to administrative penalties”
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after decisions of non-prosecution needs further examination. By analyzing the content of the reg-
ulations, this study summarizes existing problems, examines applications, and optimizes established
decriminalization pathways, thereby providing references for the governance of drunk driving of-
fenses.
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Table 1. Differences in the determination of overnight drunk driving circumstances across regions
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