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Abstract

The governance structure of rural collective economic organizations differs from that of for-profit
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legal entities. Studying and addressing the existing issues in collective economic organizations at
the governance level will facilitate the alignment of the Rural Collective Economic Organization Law
of the People’s Republic of China with practical realities. Through a comparative analysis with the
governance model of for-profit legal entities, it becomes evident that the construction of the gov-
ernance structure of existing rural collective economic organizations exhibits an excessive tendency
to draw on corporate models, while neglecting the unique characteristics of collective economic or-
ganizations. These organizations do not possess a dual legal personality; rather, they reflect a deep
penetration of public law rules into private legal entities. To remedy the deficiency in the construc-
tion of differentiated governance for collective economic organizations, it is essential to emphasize
their distinct features compared to corporate legal entities. This can be achieved by restoring the
function of autonomous charters, establishing mechanisms for coordinated interaction between col-
lective economic organizations and grassroots organizations as well as internal and external gov-
ernance, and continuously refining the path toward rule-of-law-based operation. Only by doing so
can rural collective economic organizations assume the significant responsibility of advancing the
rule of law in the comprehensive governance of rural areas.
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