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Abstract

This article explores the connotation, basic characteristics, and standardized application of empir-
ical rules in judicial proof. Empirical rules possess both abstract and concrete connotations: their
abstract connotation refers to knowledge or rules generalized from life experience, while their con-
crete connotation requires contextual interpretation in the context of judicial proof. Empirical rules
exhibit basic characteristics such as probability, abstractness, and subjectivity, which lead to
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uncertainty and potential risks in their judicial application. To standardize the application of em-
pirical rules, this article proposes methods including adhering to the principle of evidence-based
adjudication, strengthening the reasoning in judicial documents, and improving the legislative and
case guidance systems—specifically, clarifying the applicable conditions and specific rules of em-
pirical rules. The article emphasizes that, on the premise of fully respecting judges’ free evaluation
of evidence, an appropriate regulatory and effective restrictive mechanism should be established
for empirical rules to enhance the objectivity of the judicial proof process and the impartiality of
judicial decisions.
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