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Abstract

Under the traditional trial mode, prioritizing formal court trials while neglecting pre-trial
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preparation procedures has long been a common practice in judicial proceedings. However, with
the deepening of judicial reforms and the evolution of judicial concepts, the “controversy-focused trial
mode” has gradually become the mainstream. Against this backdrop, the value of pre-trial prepara-
tion procedures has gained recognition, and the civil pre-trial conference system should return to
its fundamental value orientation. In light of the current development direction of reforming the
functional positioning of courts, this paper theoretically clarifies the concept and value connotation
of civil pre-trial conferences, identifies the determination of litigation controversies as the core of this
system, and analyzes the existing problems in civil pre-trial conferences and their causes. Specifically,
under the framework of the “controversy-focused trial mode”, it proposes approaches to improve
the functions and institutional structure of civil pre-trial conferences, aiming to enhance the prac-
tical operability and targeting of the system. This is intended to enable civil pre-trial conferences to
better serve formal court trials and exert their inherent value advantages.
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Figure 1. The logical connection between the “dispute focus” trial mode and the
civil pre-trial conference
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Figure 2. General model construction of the non-dispute centered trial mode
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