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Abstract

The rapid advancement of digital technology has propelled the evolution of false advertising into
new contextualized, precision-driven, and concealed forms. It is characterized by typical manifes-
tations including immersive fraud in live-streaming commerce, targeted misleading via algorith-
mic recommendations, ambiguous infringement through covert advertising, and data illusions
generated by traffic manipulation. Fundamentally, these phenomena stem from the instrumen-
talization of information under the dominance of capital logic—capital appropriates surplus value
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by manipulating information symbols and capturing users’ attention, thereby posing a systemic
threat to consumers’ right to know. The current regulatory system confronts multiple predicaments:
outdated institutional frameworks facilitate platform liability arbitrage; judicial proceedings face
challenges regarding the burden of proof and causation determination; and law enforcement en-
counters obstacles in evidence collection and insufficient deterrence from penalties. To mitigate
these issues, a multi-faceted governance framework should be established, integrating full-chain
platform management, judicial rule optimization, and enhanced law enforcement efficiency. Com-
bined with cross-departmental collaborative governance and industry self-regulation, this frame-
work aims to restore information’s inherent role as a medium for public communication, ultimately
achieving a balance between efficiency and justice in the digital economy.
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