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Abstract

In the era of the digital economy, data has increasingly emerged as a new type of production factor.
This paper conducts a systematic study on the nature definition and protection pathways of enter-
prise data rights, analyzing three theoretical schools—“New Property Theory,” “Competitive Rights
Theory,” and “Data Controller Rights Theory”—along with typical judicial cases to demonstrate the
theoretical superiority of “New Property Theory.” The research further compares and analyzes
three protection models: “rights construction,” “behavior regulation,” and “legal coordination,” pro-
posing that China should establish a rights construction pathway centered on data property rights

XEFIH: e AR R PR B ). V55, 2026, 14(1): 256-262.
DOI: 10.12677/0jls.2026.141034


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ojls
https://doi.org/10.12677/ojls.2026.141034
https://doi.org/10.12677/ojls.2026.141034
https://www.hanspub.org/

EE

to achieve a balance between data protection and circulation, providing theoretical support for
building a data property rights system with Chinese characteristics. This study not only helps clarify
theoretical disputes regarding enterprise data rights but also offers actionable recommendations
for improving relevant legislation.
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