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Abstract

Against the backdrop of comprehensive law-based governance and the deepening of judicial system
reform, legal interpretation, as the core intermediary connecting the universality of norms and the
particularity of individual cases, its normative application is directly related to the improvement of
judicial quality and efficiency and the perfection of the legal system. There is an essential divergence
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in the traditions of legal interpretation between China and the West. In the West, the right of interpre-
tation stems from the consensus of the judicial profession, while in China, it is based on legislative
authority. Therefore, the discretionary power of judges lacks an independent legal basis. Under the
interwoven influence of the system and culture, discretionary power has fallen into multiple predica-
ments. Discretionary power is confronted with the dual risks of arbitrary expansion and mechanical
application. The root cause lies in the legislative nature of the interpretation system, the absence of a
rule system, and the traditional culture that emphasizes substance over form, which blurs the proper
boundaries between interpretation and creation. In this regard, it is necessary to rely on the basic
principles, methodological hierarchy, objective requirements, dual rules and case-by-case adaptation
strategies of legal interpretation to construct a systematic regulatory system and seek a dynamic bal-
ance between normative stability and practical adaptability.
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