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Abstract

China’s virtual idol market is expanding rapidly, yet it is caught in a twofold dilemma: the types of
copyright involved are ill-defined and ownership is hard to determine. This article proposes a “dis-
aggregate-and-layer” approach: the character’s appearance, voice and persona should be protected
separately as a work of applied art, a new category of “synthetic-voice work” to be added to the
copyright statute, and a literary or artistic work plus anti-unfair-competition rules. For the overall
outcome, ownership should be allocated on the basis of capital contribution and creative input, clas-
sifying the result either as an employer’s work or a work made in the course of employment, with
detailed contractual clauses refining the rights. Until legislation matures, this disaggregate-and-
layer pathway offers courts a workable interim solution that balances industrial dynamism with
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Table 1. Comparison of virtual idol judgment/adjudication results
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