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Abstract

Protecting the weak is an inherent meaning of the law and a manifestation of the high development
of human civilization. This article takes the principle of protecting the interests of the weak as the
core and systematically explores its current development status and application scenarios in pri-
vate international law. Firstly, it analyzes the meaning and characteristics of the “weak”, clarifying
the reasons why they need special protection in legal relations. Secondly, it elaborates on the
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significance, methods, and intensity of protecting the interests of the weak. This article further pro-
poses that the principle of protecting the interests of the weak should be established as a basic prin-
ciple of private international law to enhance its normativity and applicability. At the same time, it
reflects on the deficiencies existing in current judicial practice, including the difficulty in ascertain-
ing foreign laws, the overly narrow scope of protection for the interests of the weak, the ambiguity
of evaluation standards, and the frequent application of domestic laws in the choice of law. This
article holds that expanding the scope of protection and clarifying the “beneficial to” standard are
the keys to achieving substantive justice.
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