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Abstract

The development of artificial intelligence (AI) technology is reshaping the production and dissemina-
tion of online rumors. Compared to traditional online rumors, Al-generated rumors are characterized
by high efficiency in creation, deceptive content, and targeted dissemination. The existing governance
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framework faces multiple challenges in addressing Al rumors, including the lack of platform account-
ability, the ineffectiveness of criminal sanctions, and insufficient administrative supervision, which
fail to adequately meet the governance demands for Al-generated online rumors. It is essential to pro-
mote phased governance by online platforms to enforce primary responsibility, refine self-initiated
prosecution measures in criminal procedures to clarify the determination of subjective elements, im-
prove the prerequisites for administrative penalties, establish a tiered administrative penalty system,
and enhance the coordination between administrative and criminal enforcement. Concurrently, ac-
tive exploration of civil and administrative public interest litigation for managing online rumors
should be undertaken to construct a comprehensive and effective legal governance framework for Al-
generated online rumors.
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