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Abstract

Environmental Civil Public Interest Litigation (ECPIL) plays a significant role in ecological govern-
ance. However, the phenomenon of “inconsistent judgments in similar cases” remains prominent in
judicial practice, and the unification of legal application faces challenges such as a weak statutory
foundation and numerous variables in the adjudication process. Starting with the identification
standards of constitutive elements, this paper analyzes the existing problems in the determination
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of acts harming environmental public interests, environmental civil public interest damages, and
causation. It proposes a dual-track approach consisting of the improvement of static statutory law
and the control of dynamic adjudication processes. The former includes clarifying the objects of re-
lief, establishing catch-all principles, and ensuring the flexibility of applying private law in public
interest litigation. The latter emphasizes distinguishing litigation procedures, standardizing the
path for identifying constitutive elements, and optimizing the allocation of the burden of proof.
These measures aim to promote the unification of legal application in ECPIL and facilitate the mod-
ernization of the rule of law in the ecological environment.
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