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Abstract

This study, using Marxist women’s liberation theory as its analytical framework, systematically exam-
ines the complex predicaments that rural women in contemporary China face in the employment
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sector. It points out that these predicaments are rooted in the “time poverty” caused by traditional
gender division of labor, the dual shortcomings of salary and financial capital, the compounded dis-
advantages faced by special groups, the informalization of employment choices, and the difficulty in
safeguarding their rights. These challenges collectively reveal the marginalized status of rural women
in the social production and reproduction system. Although the legal and policy system centered on
the “Law on the Protection of the Rights and Interests of Women” and the “Four-in-One” support
framework and other practical explorations have been continuously deepened, there are still struc-
tural deficiencies in the current system in terms of legislative coordination, enforcement rigidity, pub-
lic service supply, and the accessibility of judicial relief. Therefore, this paper argues that to break the
employment deadlock of rural women and promote their free and all-round development, it is neces-
sary to go beyond fragmented legal and policy interventions and, based on Marxist theory, build a
comprehensive social support system that integrates “conceptual reshaping, economic empower-
ment, service support, and legal protection”. This is not only a path to empower the employment of
rural women but also an inevitable requirement for consolidating the social foundation of rural revi-
talization and promoting social fairness and justice.
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