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Abstract

Rural Collective Economic Organizations Law of China came into effect on May 1, 2025, which has
core significance in clarifying the concept of members of rural collective economic organizations,
as well as the general criteria and special circumstances for determining membership status.
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General standards require that membership recognition must simultaneously satisfy elements such
as household registration, rights and obligations relationships, and fulfillment of basic livelihood
security; special circumstances focus on safeguarding women'’s rights and interests, as well as
changes in the acquisition and loss of special membership status. This change has provided guid-
ance for resolving disputes over membership determination in judicial practice, but issues remain
regarding the limited practicality of remedial procedures, unclear standards for recognizing mem-
bership in special groups, and the non-exhaustive nature of general criteria. To address these issues,
it is necessary to resolve the discrepancies in determining membership eligibility disputes by fur-
ther clarifying the jurisdictional scope of civil and administrative litigation, establishing specific
rules for exercising discretion in applying general standards for membership eligibility determina-
tion, and delineating the boundaries between organizational autonomy and judicial review author-
ity in the process of membership eligibility determination.
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