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Abstract

As digital life becomes increasingly ubiquitous, the issue of digital inheritance has shifted from a
peripheral concern to an urgent legal and societal challenge demanding immediate attention. Key
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difficulties—including the absence of a clear legal definition, the complexity of valuing digital assets,
restrictive platform terms of service, and tensions between privacy protection and heirs’ inheritance
rights—demonstrate that traditional inheritance frameworks are ill-equipped to keep pace with the
realities of the digital age. At the same time, rapid advances in Artificial Intelligence (Al) technology
offer novel, scalable tools for addressing these challenges. This article systematically examines the
legal predicaments confronting digital inheritance and proposes a comprehensive governance frame-
work centered on “respecting the decedent’s testamentary intent”, implemented through two inter-
locking pathways: “categorized management” and “human-machine collaboration”, both underpinned
by Al-enabled capabilities. By integrating Al-assisted will authentication, dynamic value assessment,
and structured platform cooperation, this framework seeks to strike a principled balance among
the interests of the deceased, heirs, and digital platforms—thereby advancing the modernization of
the legal order governing digital inheritance.
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