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Abstract
The revised “Public Security Administration Punishment Law” in 2025 has added specific provisions
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on the sealing of illegal records, marking the transition of China’s illegal record governance from
“laissez faire inquiry” to “strict restriction of inquiry”. This article is based on the methods of legal
doctrine and normative analysis, focusing on three core issues: the legal basis of this clause, the
construction of its normative text, and its application path in law enforcement and judiciary.
Firstly, it argues for the guiding significance of relevant legal principles for the design of this
clause; Secondly, under the principle of “should be fully sealed”, clarify the scope of records cov-
ered by this clause, exceptions, and the statutory requirements for query subjects and procedures;
Thirdly, explore the application scheme of “automatic sealing and dynamic evaluation” of this
clause in practice and its connection with the provisions on sealing minor criminal records. Re-
search has found that there is still room for improvement in the definition of exceptions, dynamic
evaluation, and other applicable aspects of the current legal provisions. It is necessary to estab-
lish a sound supervision and relief system through the core principle of “lenient sealing and strict
use”. This article aims to provide theoretical reference for the correct interpretation and effective
implementation of this clause, promote individual social return, and enhance social governance
efficiency.
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