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Abstract

The approval prosecution system for young minors takes “especially cruel means” and “egregious
circumstances” as the core substantive prosecution thresholds. The current legislation and judicial
interpretations do not define the above standards in detail, resulting in double dilemmas in judicial
application: first, the determination of “especially cruel means” oscillates between objective appear-
ance standards and subjective evaluation standards, with vague standards and excessive discretion;
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second, “egregious circumstances” is often confused with “cruel means”, which is simplified as an
auxiliary evaluation of cruel means and loses its independent review function. Based on the logic of
normative interpretation and judicial application, this paper clarifies the normative connotation
and classification standards of the two substantive standards, puts forward operable identification
rules and review paths, and improves the application system of substantive standards for the ap-
proval prosecution of young minors.
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