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Abstract

This paper takes the film The Story of Qiu Ju as a starting point. The Story of Qiu Ju portrays the bud-
ding concept of rule of law in rural society, but the sprout of rule of law ultimately fails to break
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through the soil, instead encountering confusion and skepticism. This also reveals the deep-rooted
nature of ritual governance in rural society. The formation of conflicts between ritual and law during
social transformation is related to the “government-driven” characteristics of the domestic legal
process. In the construction of “government-driven” rule of law, the existence of ritual governance
is not only beneficial but also necessary, and the two should be organically combined. This is the
direction for promoting the modernization of rule of law. By interpreting the cultural conflicts be-
tween ritual and law behind the plot and character behaviors in the film, this paper explores the
collision, integration, and transformation of traditional rural ritual and law with modern rule of law,
reveals their impact on rural social order, interpersonal relationships, and public perceptions, and
analyzes the transformation of China’s rural ritual and law culture in the process of modernization.
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